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Badminton Manawatu AGM - Development Report for 2022 
by James Veitch, Sandra Lynch & Joshua Curry 

 
Here are some of our highlights in 2022 – it’s been a very busy year for us in the Manawatu. We 
have again invested time and effort in our rohe this year and continued to provide events, 
competitions and appropriate opportunities for all to participate.  Thanks to our staff and team of 
volunteers that never fail to support and help grow the aroha of the game of badminton.  Thanks 
also must go to Badminton New Zealand for their continued and valued support of our association.    

Junior Reps Season - Sandra 
 
What a busy season we’ve had we a sense of normality almost back in sport – lots of teams events 
and individual tournaments that players participated in. Great interest in coaching and good 
attendance all year from our players. I hope players and parents/supporters have had a great 
season. I’d like to thank all, we all live busy lives and sometimes it isn’t easy being at a certain place 
at a certain time, but your efforts and support is invaluable as always. How lucky were we to get 
through most of the year even with COVID hitting staff, coaches, players, parents, families, 
badminton organisers throughout the country etc.  We successfully applied for funding has also 
helped us to heavily subsidize this Representative programme – huge thanks to PUB CHARITY for 
assisting with hall hire, entry fees, shuttles. And MASONIC YOUTH FUND for assisting with entry fees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of our HIGHLIGHTS 
 (u13/u15/u17/u19) began in February and 64 players selected:  

 Training weekly Tuesdays in Arena and Cornerstone 
 Due to high interest with 38 trialists, we added an extra u13 development squad with 12 members  
 Girls Development Squad started in Term 2 and took place before Dev Squad on Thursdays 

in Rainbow Club – thanks Cassandra Feasey lead coach and Phoebe, Yutong, Isabella, Amy!  
 Players taking part in individual tournaments – you are amazing to us. Well done for your 

bravery, spirit and court etiquette  
 Central Regional teams – Manawatu had by far the most in any CR association with 12 teams 

taking part. Amazing effort especially when we had some COVID disruptions to coaches and 
players in first half of season. 

 NZ Junior Teams Champs in July school holidays and we had 7 teams.  
 Isabella Chen reaching NZ National ranking of No.1 in singles, doubles and mixed doubles 
 U15 and U19 squad group going to Hawkes Bay  
 Proud of all Manawatu players that played in NZ Nationals   
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Thanks to the entire committee/coaching squad for the work you do, without you all this simply 
wouldn’t happen.  Our coaches and managers all give up their time to coach/manage teams because 
they’re passionate about badminton and love to see the progression made through the years.  
 
Results: 
2022 Central Regions 
u13 Finals had 14 teams 
Manawatu 1 = 1st Div 1 
Manawatu 2 = 4th Div 1 
Manawatu 3 = 4th Div 2 
Manawatu 4 = 1st Div 3 
Manawatu Boys = 2nd Div 3  
u15 Finals had 7 teams  
Manawatu 1 = 2nd 
Manawatu 2 = 5th   
u17 Finals had 8 teams 
Manawatu 1 = 3rd Div 1 
Manawatu 2 = 3rd Div 2  
u19 Finals had 9 teams 
Manawatu 1 = 2nd Div 1  
Manawatu 2 = 4th Div 2 
Manawatu 3 = 5th Div 2  

2022 NZ JuniorTeams Champs 
u13 1 = 1st Division 2 
u13 2 = 4TH Division 2 
u13 3 = 7th Division 2 
u15 = 5th Division 2 
u17 = 5th Division 2 
u19 Team 1 = 6th Division 1  
u19 Team 2 = 4th Division 2 
NZJTC was a great experience again this year/well 
done to BNZ for a very successful tournament. 
 
As a committee the JRC are very proud to have 
players that are invited to trial for NZ Squads and to 
train with our CR Development Camps – we hope 
that you enjoy and learn throughout these 

experiences.  The Manawatu badminton community continues to prove that 
we can compete with all of New Zealand and we must continue to work 
together, train together, challenge each other and make every training 
session count.   Finally, as always, the end of the junior season means we lose some U19 players - 
We’d like to wish David, Isabella , Amy ,Leo, Lucas , Pea, Joanne and anyone else heading off to Uni 
all the very best for the years ahead and thank you for being such a great bunch of young players 
and a pivotal part of the Manawatu Junior Reps. 
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Senior Reps Season 
MBA selected five teams to represent Manawatu in 2022. Two in Senior Div, 1 Masters, 1 Vets and 1 
Super-vets. We started the season with trials and got together a number of selectors for the 
different age groups. The I-A ties kicked off in April and ended in September. We have also bid 
farewell and Bon Voyage to one of our longest standing Manawatu Rep Players, Simon Allan - Thanks 
for your sportsmanship, questionable serving and all the memories!  

    

      

    
Manawatu might not have a team in Wis/Slaz (Div 1 & 2 Inter-Association) yet, but some of our 
players are competed nonetheless!  A huge well done to David Wu, Isabella Chen and Phoebe Young 
who played for Waikato, Wellington North and Wellington, respectfully! 
All three picked up medals after winning a heap of games: 

- Slaz - David                  - Slaz - Isabella                   - Slaz - Phoebe 
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Clubs, Schools and Events 

 
Affiliated Clubs 
Not all clubs have returned players numbers to MBA, making it difficult to draw any trends or 
conclusions on numbers. COVID continued to impact the clubs as some others lost their venues under 
various Alert Levels. MBA decided to absorb the club portion of affiliation fees and as a result there 
was no fees charged to the clubs in 2022. Congrats to the Masters clubs, PN Badminton Club, Rainbow 
Club and Massey United Manawatu Badminton Club for surviving another challenging year. 2023 is 
sure to bring more disruption to play as we navigate COVID but we will do our best to provide safe 
playing opportunities for our community.  
 

     
 
Competitions and Sanctioned Events 
Manawatu ABCD Champs 2022 was the largest individual tournament run by Badminton Manawatu 
(excluding hosting national events). We ran 18 events with 126 entries over the two days.  The high 
participation in the Manawatu ABCD Champs vindicates the decision to run the event once again. 
Additionally, the high (and growing) participation numbers year-on-year demonstrates the demand 
for the event. 
 
The Manawatu Senior and U13 Open 2022 saw around 75% of participants not from Palmerston North, 
which is higher than in previous years. U13s ran 7 events and had 28 entries and the Senior Open ran 
8 events with 49 entries.  If local player entries were not abnormally low for this tournament, then 
this could have been the biggest sanctioned tournament run in the Manawatu. This event was run 
during a time of COVID resurgence in March 2022. 
 
A new event that we were asked to manage was the Pistang Pilipino 
2022 held on Labour weekend in Palmerston North; hosted by the 
Philippine Central Association, Inc. It has been especially designed to 
be a fun-filled three-day celebration from October 21 to 23.  There 
were 12 events played with over 100 players from around NZ taking 
part. Great atmosphere and great fun had by all! 
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MBA continues to administer the Central Regions Badminton programme and generally deals with 
Junior Events.  James is the co-ordinator, and the role is funded by 10 associations, Badminton NZ and 
NZCT has provided some funding in 2022. Localised and Regional junior team comps make up the bulk 
of the logistical work during the season. Junior Development and Coach Development has been 
prioritised also in 2022 with camps run throughout the region.  James offers a level of professionalism 
to the CR group and ensures open communication and updated information for the associations.   
 
Congratulations to Greg Busch and Simon Lin (WN) for achieving the status of Oceania Accredited 

Umpire following their assessment at the YONEX Sydney 
International. 
This well deserved recognition highlights the hard work that 
both Greg and Simon have put into officiating our sport and 
ensuring an outstanding player experience. Well done! 
Janice Cudby is hoping to gain qualification soon and needs 
to complete her final assessments. 

 
We would like to say a big thank you to our volunteer officials for assisting us to continue to deliver 
quality local events – Janice, Richard and Greg.  Another thanks to Sport Manawatu and the 
Palmerston North City Council for their investment which enables us to attract participants from all 
over New Zealand. 
 

         
Schools 
It was another full and successful year for school 
competition participation, offering a structured 
and social opportunity for school aged players to 
continue playing outside of school. The in-school 
and after-school Shuttle Time programme helps to 
generate interest in playing badminton, 
strengthening the pathway within primary and 
intermediate schools into our school competitions.  
The Tu Manawatu Active Aotearoa fund administered through Sport Manawatu enables us to 
successfully deliver and activate badminton throughout our inactive community groups or schools.   
 
Annual Shuttle Time numbers for 2022 
A total of 2654 kids attended over 15,000 sessions! This doesn’t include our rep squad numbers. 
Congrats to Josh and his team of coaches and helpers. Many of our Junior reps in the U17 and U19 
age group volunteer as coaches at school holiday programmes or development squads – thank you! 

2022 School Competition Numbers

Term 1  Yr 5678 Term 2 Sec Term 3 Pri Term 4 Int
1 8x Carncot 7x Awatapu 1x Carncot 8x Carncot
2 6x Cornerstone 11x Freyberg 6x CSNS 6x Cornerstone
3 1x LAC 6x LAC 2x Cornerstone 3x LAC
4 2x Parkland 3x Nga Tawa 4x Hokowhitu 6x Monrad
5 40x PNINS 12x PNBHS 3x Parkland 37x PNINS
6 10x Ross 18x PNGHS 1x West End 9x Ross
7 3x St Peters 2x QEC 3x Whakarongo 3x SPC
8 4x Whakarongo 4x SPC 2x Whakarongo
9 1x Waiopehu

3 person teams 4 person teams 2 person teams 3 person teams
76 teams 64 teams 20 teams 74 teams
234 players 270 players 43 players 225 players

Total 772 players
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Shuttle Time Report 2022 
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Thursday Night Badminton League 
TNBL ran for the entire year, we managed to complete a whooping 9 rounds in 
total. However, this was only possible with the help and assistance from the Arena 
as it became available for several extra weeks that we would not normally expect 
to have. This year saw an increase in the social grades with many new family and 
school teams taking part. The age range goes from 7 years old to 75 years old and 
we continue to provide an event that caters for everyone in the rohe, no matter 
what age or ability. Thanks to our main volunteer Richard Skarott for his time and 
reporting skills, and those that step in when required.   
 

FUNDRAISING 
 
We continued to fundraise and apply for funding in 2022.  Thursday Night Badminton League 
continues to be our biggest revenue earner, again thanks to James for managing this and Richard for 
volunteering every Thursday. The income from our other competitions (day-events and schools 
competitions) also assists with funding  the operations of our association.  

Our Racket stringing service continues to create income for the association with particular thanks to 
our stringer Richard Skarott.  

The professionalism and quality of our competitions also attracts schools players and players from 
the wider community.  School’s competitions have increased year on year even through COVID times 
showing us that the tamariki and rangatahi have an appetite to participate in this sport.  Entry fees 
for these tournaments assists the association to continue to develop our sport. 

Yonex rackets and grips were also available to buy from the MBA and this provides us with some 
extra income for our activities. Shuttles are also available to purchase. 

A new fundraiser that was offered to us in October was to sell 
Christmas Trees in association with Turflands/MBA coach Gary 
Teague.  We allocated the fundraising efforts to the 
representative programme and planned a volunteer roster with 
all available rep players and/or their families. A huge effort 
throughout November and December proved highly successful 
and a whole lot of fun! Norwood kindly provided us with a venue 
on Tremaine Avenue and Turflands set up the venue to sell sell 
sell! This fundraiser raised over $10,000 towards representative 
costs and over $3,000 towards junior development coaching 
camps in 2023. Thanks to everyone for being involved especially 
at the farm and to all those that purchased a tree from us! 
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A huge thanks must go out to the following trusts and charities for their support in 2022: 
 

  
Lastly, a the biggest thank you must go to Badminton New Zealand, all our stakeholders, our 
volunteers, officials, coaches, managers, clubs, committee/Board members and players who enable 
us to deliver badminton to the community and keep coming back for more! 
 
2023 will prove to be another challenging year with cost of living increases and talks of a recession. 
We are lucky to have such a loyal and interested community that are always here to support us.  We 
appreciate everyone who has shown us aroha this year and look forward to enjoying some on court 
fun and shenanigans next season.  We will continue to try to offer opportunities to our community 
and will continue to seek funding to assist participation.  Our Board are keen on strategic development 
in line with Badminton NZ and Sport NZ goal setting.  The Board are constantly recruiting and are keen 
to hear from anyone who is interested in getting involved.  
 

 
 

Kia Kaha & Nga Mihi 
 

Sandra James and Josh 


